
History of Americas-Cruz (Summer Reading Annotation) Name:__________________________________ 
Howard Zinn- A People’s History of the United States Chapters: 9, 12,16,17,18 
 

Markschemes  Descriptors  Annotation Expectations 

50-45 
A 

The text is extensively annotated with 
copious margin notations. The 
annotations demonstrate a 
comprehensive and thoughtful reading. 
The margin notes show that the reader 
has proficiently analyzed the text, 
made insightful connections and drawn 
valid conclusions. Notations are 
balanced and show deep reading and 
thinking. All of the text is addressed. 

 
Student annotations should reflect comprehension, 
inference and depth/breadth of interaction with text 
through the following: 
 
 

● Statements/Questions  
● Reactions/Analysis/Opinions/POV  
● Locating important passage/key evidence or 

ideas 
● Connections to the reading by reference to your 

own knowledge and/or experience 
● Key words or phrases  

-Noting unfamiliar or confusing words or phrases 
● Themes/Central Ideas/Thesis Summaries  
● Predictions and Inferences 
● Others:_____________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Comment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

44-40 
B 

The text is adequately annotated with 
margin notations. The annotations 
demonstrate that the reader 
understands the text beyond the literal 
level. The margin notes show that the 
reader has analyzed the text, made 
some connections and drawn some 
conclusions. Notations are balanced 
and show some deep reading and 
thinking. Most to all of the text is 
addressed. 

39-35 
C 

The text is annotated with some 
margin notations. The annotations are 
basic. Annotations indicate a basic 
understanding of the text. The reader 
has been able to make one or two 
connections, but has been unable to 
use the text to draw valid conclusions. 
Notations are unbalanced and only 
half of the text is addressed. 

34-30 
D 

Text maybe underlined but reference 
notes are few with basic connections 
making it difficult to evaluate how well 
the reader understood the reading. 
Notes are illogical and not balanced. 
Only one quarter of text has been 
glossed. Insufficient length and depth 
in comments  

29-1 
F 

Significant parts of the text are 
completely unmarked. There are no 
margin notes, only underlined text 

0 The text is completely unmarked. 

Adapted from http://www.bartowhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Annotation-Rubric-for-Mortimer-Article.pdf  

http://www.bartowhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Annotation-Rubric-for-Mortimer-Article.pdf

